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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES SUNDAY: CLASSES: 9 AM_WGRIP: 10 AM & 6PM; WED. 7 PM

THE ELEPHANT AND THE STAKE

(some New Year's considerations)

| read something interesting this week about wihicad never really thought. Most of us have eithemrbto the circus
or seen pictures of them on the television. Haveexer seen or noticed the huge elephants theythaxe and how
they keep them from wandering off? They generadlyeha chain from their leg to a small stake ingteind. Have
you ever wondered why they don't just walk off tekthe stake with them?

Well, they are trained not to do that! How you mighk? | understand it goes something like thisekviiney are just
babies they are chained or tied to huge stakesmdeep into the ground. There is not any charecbdby elephant
can pull out the stake. For weeks the baby elephiastto pull the stake and escape and eventiedins the lesson
that you can't pull out the stake. They just sthgre the keepers put them and learn to live witinenbioundaries
which their keepers have placed upon them. Eacis ofin look at that massive mammal and see thattreescape
anytime they wish, just walk away, but they don'dvw the strength contained within them.

| wonder how many of us have been have been ch&inedtake by people and circumstances in ous1iv&od
created each of us with the potential to be justiabnything we want to be and far too often we'tdarow the
strength contained within us.

Now don't confuse commitments and personal obbigativith "a stake that holds us". Those are thingghwose
willingly to do in or with our lives. They don't ke us from our potential; they help us see morarigi@ur goals or
dreams.

What is your stake? Someone giving you a hard &b@ut what you can or can't do well? Someone iaittig you or
your work? Some real mistake you made in your thedtyou are having trouble dealing with now? Selilut? Self
pity? Perhaps something no one knows about but YaaApostle Paul gives us some words of encouragefor
living in and dealing with our personal "stake" Rhilippians 3:13-14. Paul wrote, "No, dear broshemd sisters, | am
still not all I should be, but | am focusing all regergies on this one thing: Forgetting the padtiaoking forward to
what lies ahead, | strain to reach the end ofdle and receive the prize for which God, throughisCliesus, is
calling us up to heaven"

So how about it, are you going to continue to bd tb a stake in your life or are you going to krigae and live to
the potential God has given you? Of course thetgseaotential is that of being a genuine child@ofl! What's
holding you back? | can assure you it's nothingyba and God can't pull from the ground and setfyee.

May God give you the strength of Samson in fighiogr spiritual battles and finding your potentiadiay and in the
2010!
Dick Royse

Let Your Light Shine in ‘09

“Let your light so shine before men, that they mage your good works and glorify your Father in hesan”
Matthew 5:16

Today's Schedule: This Week’s Schedule/Activities:
A. M. Speaker: Ralph Richardson
Sermon: “Be Prepared” P. M.  Wed: 7 p.m. Bible Classes for all ages
Ephesians 6:10-13 Bible Bowl Practice e Thurs: 7 p.m. New Year's Eve
Grades 3-12 Fellowship

5:15 p.m. Ladies’ Prayer Time
e 6:00 p.m. Trey Helton leading the
Chronological Bible Discussion
Pages 409 - 443

Genesis 24, 25, 27
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“Food Bank Item: Canned Meat”



PRAYER LIST

‘| was sick and you visited me....” Matthew 25:36

Eva Hillman is scheduled for an invasive eye
surgery procedure Tuesday at St Thomas.

Ronnie Hunt, brother of Louise Smith, is in final
stages of lung cancer and is on hospice care.

Lydia Fanning, mother of Janice Smith, had a bone
marrow test last Monday and should know results in
a couple of weeks.

Members at Leanna
Peggy Barrett, Ray Barrett, Joyce Bly, JamesBbbyd
Brewer, Cindy Greear, Dorothy Hobbs, Ursula Maie
Bill & Jodie Neal, Dick Royse, Martha Russelladita
Thomason, Danny Thomason, JeaneYork
Leanna Shut-Ins
Jimmy & Juanita Benson, John Comer, Hoyte & Betty
Sanford, Ann Young
Leanna Friends & Family
TJ Barrett — Son of Christie Barrett
Bronche Blair — Son of Joanne Edwards
Frank Bergquist — Stepfather of Mike Winters
Lourene Bogle — Aunt of Carolyn Spivey
Donny Bratton — Brother-in-law of Sherrie Graves
Carolyn Byrd — Sister-in-law to Joyce Cruse
Michael Damara — Co-worker of Diane Barrett
Joyce Davenport — Sister-in-law to Linda Young
Katrina Griffin — Niece of Issac & Naomi Bell
Charles Harris — Brother of Terry Harris
Opal Hayes — Mother of Jim Carroll
Rebekah Herrington — Cousin of Julie Winters
Lena Jakes — Mother-in-law of Wayne Barrett
Susie Jones — Long-time friend of many at Leanna
Brian & Mike Kelly — Sons of Carolyn Kelly
Ben Lemanski — Nephew of Suzanne Sullivan
Keith Nobles — Husband of Donna
Jean Pope — Sister-in-law of Carolyn Spivey
Keith Praeter — Relative of Pauline & Dan Wilson
Braden Smitson — Great Grandson of Joyce Cruse
Lessie Spinks — Grandmother of Raymond Spinks
Laura Sweeney — Friend of Jennifer Warpool
Pam Tyler — Friend of the Daugherty’s
Martha Wise — Mother of Christie Spinks
Lisa Wyatt — Sister-in-law to Dorothena, Myralatilda
Clifton York — Cousin of Joyce Bly
Robby Young — Cousin of Bill & Frances Barrett
Expectant Mother
Rebecca Ellis — Daughter of Bob & Fay Ewing
Adams Place
Opal Bissinger 105
Boulevard Terrace
Kate Hewgley 14A — Sister of John Comer
Broadmore
Ina Dutton 151B
NHC
Agnes Thompson 116A — Aunt of Betty Sanford
Northside Healthcare
Elizabeth Pope 107A — Aunt of Carolyn Spivey
Stones River Manor
Bea Ryan 5223 — Former member at Leanna
Sunnington Assisted Living
Abbie Benson 236 — Mother of Jimmy
V.A. Murfreesboro
Jack Dye — Building 8B
Military
David Caldwell — Grandson of Everett & Peggy Brr
Sherry Holman — Friend of Betty Floyd
D.K. lvy — Grandson of Frank and Faye Gordon
Rowdy Matheson — Son-in-law of Wilson's
Chad Pieratt — Nephew of Joyce Cruse
Roy Orndorff — Son of Martha & David Russell
Chase Roden — Grandson of Beulah Mae Roden
Chris Wilt — Brother of Jonathan
Randall Winsett — Nephew of Brenda Johnson
Mike Winters — Husband of Julie
Missions
Robert Lupo and the work in Sneedville, Tennesse
Leadership Development in the church in Asuncion
Paraguay.

Those Privileged to Serve Today

December 27, 2009
Ushers: Buddy Arms Scotty Greear

Opening Prayer: Larry Wisehart

Lord’s Supper

Preside Danny Thomason Ray Shockney

Assist Issac Bell Kyle Henry
Tim Spivey Dustin Henry

Scripture Reading: Scotty Greear

Announcements Closing Prayer
Mike Howard Jim Carroll
Sunday Evening Worship & Bible Study Prayers
Open Close ib Study
Dan Wilson Scott Greear Chrindy

Wednesday Evening Bible Study — Dec. 30, 2009
Invitation Prayer
Kevin Dye Jim Carroll

(If you know in advance that you will be
unable to serve, please call Don Spivey at 89068

MORNING WORSHIP GREETERS
DECEMBER
Kenneth & Linda Young
Lena Woodard
Darla York
Ed & Lucy Ross
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MORNING WORSHIP GREETERS
JANUARY
Issac & Naomi Bell
James & Dorothena Barrett
David & Periann Henry

NURSERY ATTENDANTS
December 27am Julie Winters pm Lena Woodard
Helper: Allison Howard
January 3am Melba Shockney pm Brenda Johnson
Helper: Jessie McMahon

FOR THE RECORD

12/13 12/20
Sun. School 105 104
AM Worship 150 178
PM Worship 64 70
Wed. Night 59
Contribution  $3734 $4307
BUDGET $3500

CHURCH/AREA EVENTS

January 11 —7 p.m. Bible Bowl at MTCS
Leanna is Hosting
January 16 —New Members Dinner
January 30— 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Girl's Day at Walter Hill
Church of Christ for Grades 6-12.
January 31 —A.M. Fellowship & Meal — Youth Lead
P.M. Worship

(Flyers for all events are posted on the bullbtard.)

Much Rejoicing
Continue to rejoice wittMyra Darville, Susie
Bolin andSuzanne Sullivaras they reponded to
the Lord’s invitation for forgiveness of sin and fo
the prayers of the church on their behalf last
Sunday morning. Pray for Myra, Susie and
Suzanne as they live their lives daily for the Lord
having their faith renewed each day. Encourage
them at each and every opportunity you may have.




